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ITRBANA — One day last 
spring, the phone rang In the 
So)tt Hail dormitory room of 
goj ^rt Harri s, a a e n i o r 
eogiileeitig student at the 
University of lUinois. 
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on 



Harris was stunned when he 
answered iho'phone. - ^ 

The FBI was calling — 
Agent Ronald Moepfer of Ur- 
bana. He'wahl^to sec Harris 
about doing some undercover 
work on the sprawling campus 
here. 

Harris was as mPch' flat- 
tered as stunned, however. The 
shy, 6-fooC honors student had 



always been aomething oif 
police buff. He eagerly 'Ai> . 
cepted the FBI assignment. 

Ihus began a remaifkable 
year of intrigue and adventure 
for Bob Harris as a campus In- 
former for the FBI. He led a 
seem life that not even his 
best friends or parents kxiew 
about 



campus radicals’ I 



Exclusive 

First of a series 



DURING THE YEAR 
joined and spied on a gun 
toting neo-Narl clique fer.Jl hr 
infiltrated the campus chapter 

■ _ ^ - i> “ i 



of the radical Students for a 
Democratic Society. 

It was an incredible **Jou|’- 
ney** for the lanky farmboy 
from Downstate Bardolpb^an 
odyssey through the political 
extremes of a polarizing 
America as reflected at a 
large public univenlty. 

He saw firsthand — and 
sometimes felt — the political 



passions that occasionally ex- 
plode into the news. He went 
target-shooting and night- 
ridlng with a white racist. He 
loaned hJs car to — and 
developed a kind of admiration 
for — visiting members of the 
Illinois Black Panther Party. 

It was a year that could have 
been tom from the pages of a 



cheap fiction thriller. And it 
deeply changed Bob Harris’ 
life. 

HARRIS, BY ALMOST 

anyone’s standards, was e' 
middle-of-the roader when he j ] 
began his undercover work. He 
was a campus conservative | 
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who a\T)ided political activism 
6r any sort. 

' His parents' were Nixon sup- 
porters, but Harris said that 
farming came before politics 
in his home. He was valedio 
torlan of Macomb High Sdiool, 
the Md who worked the lights 
for the senior play. 

UI 

yitory, me straight- 

v^tudcnt deader’* who 
vfift ‘%Uaot ina- 

cam- 
puses. *■ - ■ , 

J As preaideht of Soott Hall, he 
fbund the university responaive 
fn his tuggesttofis. He had haa 
doubts about Vietnam, hut had 
no real quarrel with the 
\irdlilary. He was planning to j 
apply for a spot fn Air Force 
Officer's Training School. 

BUT ONE YEAR has Chang, 
ed Bob Harris. He has quit his 
FBf assignment, befriended a 
number of student leftists and 
joined the fringes of the 
radical ‘‘movement*' that he 
had spied on since October. 

He is skeptical - but not 
totally pessimistic - about the 
uniM?rsUy*s ability to jCKpond- 
to the «b€9T0f fuTstKr, 
n‘^rticu2arty^ Mack studenlf. 



on a nigni-ndmg ...«v.nc. 
spree last spring when they 
stinJtbombed •nrhe Red Her. 
ring,** a coffeehouse hangout 
for student radicals. 

• Helped police trip a iothaUy 
- aimed university employe 
and self-styled Nad outside a 
laboratory where a leftlat ftu- 
dent was working alone. 

• Was asked by the FBI to 
supply information on the 
political plans and activities of 
$DS. on its financial affairs 
and even on the social Uvea 
and the sex habits of Its 
"leaders.** 

• Filed in/ormacion to the FBI 
that helped thwart a possible 
white srudeiu nt-m and 
possibly led to the arrests last 
February of visiting Black 
Panthers on tlie campus. 

• Frequemed the same cof- 
feehouse that was siinkbombed 
by the neo-Nazis less tium a 
>'car later as an SDS regular 
and volunteer helper on the 
campus^ underground 
newspaper.* 

• Supplied SDS leader.s with 



his plans to run for president 
of the mini Men's Residence 
Hall Assn. Already president of 
3.500-studem Scott Hail, Harris 
was considered a shoo-in for 
the post. A victory would have 
capped a successful collegiate 
career. 

His grades were slipping, but 
he was still an honor student In 
electrical engineering, main- 
taining a B average. 

HIS LIFE CH.\NGEoj 
^rupUy March 10. \m, when I 
”/u^ichaeI Younj^ pulled out 
IS gun. “ ’ 

Young, a neo-Nazi with Ues ' 
to the Ku Klu\ KI.m and the 
Minu^men wnriro^j •x'th Har- 
ris on the niiuii.gm shlU in the 
university's lompuier 
laboratory. 

That night in the lab, Youi:g 
showed HaiTis his gun, a fjemi- 
automatic. 10-shof, .38-caliber 
Bererta. serial number .^26544. 

Young boaMed that the gun ; 
was pan of an arsenal of 
heavy firearms kept b>- 



"N\2g' 



. bur 

friends. He said 

building plans of the university ^ ~ included a 

computer lSb.s for possible use ^^^r U machlnegun 
in . ,a sUrfn, that n ewcT ^ 
matertalliei, i ^ ^h<* 

A i • .* t* w I h r I 

•was 1(1 idenflfv f splracv •* 

members ikr rhi* itdi * , j 

‘•ment. 

• Was paid 175 fer expens€t 
for hi* tpy ^ire* by the FM 



to avoid the draft and the wari. 

Harrl.s. 21. unveiled his se." 

view* with 7he‘i^v*N*.a«''y,' I *“* ^ W 

dfsclo.sed how he^ IlOO . moniS. 

^ } to contfoue M«i anoouneWt , 

> i his DlftMS^ :^Jli 



bratjon staged by the neo-Nazi j THU WOULD havt 

group in a campus cof- ^t^erned incredible in March 
feehousc. i 1968 * 
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Harris, xvhose ru.jmmiite 
next 5n;ar was to be a .Negro, 
8a>'s that bigotry "nmkes me 
sick to my stomach *" 

"That gun gave me a real 
jolt." said Hams. "But 1 tried 
not to show It. I wanted to 
learn more about him. 1 didn’t 
know If he was bragging or 
what." 

A FEW DAYS Uier. Harris 
notified university and I'rbana 
police. They told him !hst 
Young probably wasn't 
dangerous, but suggested thaf 
he keep an eye on him and tel* 



’ ihem of any suspicious actrri* 

I ties. 

j He soon was devoung all of j 
his spare time — up to 20 
hours a week — lo infUtraUng. 
Young s group. He began a 
dlan' on ^'oung and planned to ^ 
write an expose of the Naiii I 
for the Daily lllini, Lhe student 
newspaper. 

Shortly thereafter, Bob Har- 
ris got that phone call from the I 
FBI. T?>e giivemnem. he 
learne<j. had a joh for Bob to 
do 
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